
February 3, 2025

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa de Lauro
Chair Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee 
H-305, The Capitol 1036 Longworth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray
Chair Ranking Member
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
S-146, The Capitol S-128, The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, DC 

Dear Chairs and Ranking Members,

As you consider disaster  aid for the Los Angeles wildfires, we write to unequivocally voice our support  for
including common sense conditions in any supplemental appropriating legislation. Other members, including the Speaker
of the House, have voiced support for including conditions on disaster aid to California. 1 We strongly encourage the
Committees on Appropriations to include provisions repealing the California Air Review Board’s (CARB) Clean Air Act
(CAA) waivers granted under the Biden Administration that the state has used to prioritize harmful climate policies over
responsible wildfire management. 

The Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) granted CARB waivers that allow California to require that
manufacturers increasingly sell medium- and heavy-duty zero-emission vehicles (ZEV). By 2035, California law requires
that  ZEVs  account  for  75%  of  heavy-duty  truck  sales,  such  as  fire  trucks.  Even  though  California  law  allows  an
exemption for emergency vehicles, the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) saw fit to purchase an electric fire truck for
$1.7 million2 rather than a traditional gas or diesel fire truck, which has an average cost of $800,00 to $1 million.3 For the
2025-2026 budget year, LAFD requested over $96 million to replace their entire fleet and $1.9 million to fund mechanic
positions to keep assets emergency-ready.4 LAFD, Los Angeles, and California must prioritize the safety of their residents
—not the reckless use of public dollars to comply with self-imposed, destructive climate mandates.

The California Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) projects the state to have a $2 billion deficit for the 2025-2026
budget.5 Yet  California  maintained funding for  “the state’s  ZEV agenda” in  the  2024-2025 budget—obligating $9.2
billion over seven years.6 Unbelievably, in the face of a budget deficit California prioritized the deployment of ZEVs over
funding responsible wildfire management. In the 2024-2025 state budget, Gov. Newsom said that wildfire management
suffered from “decades of underinvestment in forest health” which is a contributing factor to the increased severity of fire
seasons.7 However, the state budget only obligated $2.6 billion over seven years for “Wildfire and Forest Resilience”, a

1 https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5083022-mike-johnson-california-fires-conditions-aid/ 
2 https://ktla.com/news/technology/ride-inside-nations-first-electric-fire-truck-los-angeles-hollywood-rosenbauer/
3 https://www.firefighternation.com/lifestyle/firefighter-equipment/behind-the-scenes-with-minnesotas-first-electric-fire-truck-designed-to-be-
more-maneuverable-safer/ 
4 https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/dozens-of-fire-trucks-waiting-for-repair-while-fires-ravage-la/ar-BB1rrbXT#:~:text=The%20LAFD%20has
%20a%20total,the%20cost%20of%20$96.5million. 
5 https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4939 
6 https://ebudget.ca.gov/2024-25/pdf/Enacted/BudgetSummary/FullBudgetSummary.pdf 
7 Ibid 
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decrease from the $2.8 billion obligated in 2021-2022. California is prioritizing misguided climate mandates over the
safety of its residents.

Los Angeles has also been guilty of negligently managing its budget and abusing CAA waivers while failing to
prioritize fire prevention.8 Despite facing a massive budget shortfall9, the city continues to obligate $38.6 million towards
electric fleet replacement and adding new electric vehicles rather than ensuring LAFD has the funding needed to operate
at full capacity.10 Before the disastrous wildfires broke out, LAFD Fire Chief Kristin Crowley sent a memo to the city
expressing concerns that the city’s $7 million cut to overtime “severely limited the Department’s capacity to prepare for,
train for,  and respond to large-scale  emergencies,  including wildfires.”11 As the fires  surrounding Los Angeles  near
containment and early cost estimates put the damages at $275 billion12, Congress needs to put conditions on California
receiving emergency supplemental assistance that force the state government to prioritize public safety above all else.

We strongly encourage the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations to require changes to California’s
priorities before using federal funds to bailout the state’s mistakes. Including provisions to repeal the CAA waivers—like
those included in the  Preserving Choice in Vehicle Purchase Act which passed the House with bipartisan support last
Congress—would encourage the state to focus on mitigating future wildfire risk rather than funding ZEV mandates.
Congress should consider whether it is fair to ask taxpayers to cover the costs for a state that has not prioritized its own
protection.

Sincerely,

Jeff Crank
Member of Congress

Josh Brecheen
Member of Congress

Pete Sessions
Member of Congress

Randy K. Weber, Sr.
Member of Congress

8 https://nypost.com/2024/11/05/business/los-angeles-seeks-80m-loan-as-city-is-growing-broke-amid-lawsuit-judgment-payouts/ 
9 https://laist.com/news/politics/la-city-budget-overspends
10 https://cao.lacity.gov/budget24-25/BudgetSummary/ 
11 https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-1600_rpt_bfc_12-17-24.pdf 
12 https://californiaglobe.com/fr/new-report-finds-total-damage-economic-losses-from-the-l-a-wildfires-approximately-275-billion/

Page 2

https://californiaglobe.com/fr/new-report-finds-total-damage-economic-losses-from-the-l-a-wildfires-approximately-275-billion/
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-1600_rpt_bfc_12-17-24.pdf
https://cao.lacity.gov/budget24-25/BudgetSummary/
https://laist.com/news/politics/la-city-budget-overspends
https://nypost.com/2024/11/05/business/los-angeles-seeks-80m-loan-as-city-is-growing-broke-amid-lawsuit-judgment-payouts/

